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Under the terms of the Community Pharmacy
Contractual Framework (April  2005), all
Community pharmacies in England and Wales
will be provided with a new Electronic Transfer of
Prescriptions (ETP) service, for the safe,
secure transfer of patient prescription information
from GP practices.

Recognising that Wales is now a devolved country
and sets its own agenda for IT services, the
national Community Pharmacy IM&T Programme
Board asked the Primary Care Informatics
Programme to mvestlgate a suitable ETP system for Wales that was
aligned to the Welsh IM & T strategy delivered by ‘Informing Healthcare'.

In September 2007, following a successful trial of barcoded prescriptions,
a system known as “2DRx” (2-Dimensional Barcoded Prescriptions) was
authorised as suitable for national rollout across the whole of Wales.

FAQs (Frequently asked Questions)

Why doesn’t Wales use the same system as England?

In England, the ETP system being developed (known as “EPS”) connects
their GPs and community pharmacies to a central store of English patients’
information, known as “the Spine”. As Wales doesn’t have access to “the
Spine”, it has started to develop its own system for accessing Welsh patients’
information, but in the meantime needed an alternative ETP system.

How does 2DRx work?

With 2DRYX, instead of the Welsh GP sending patient prescription information
to the Spine, it instead captures it within a barcode and automatically prints
this onto the patient prescription. Once printed, a patient takes the barcoded
prescription to their community pharmacist, who ‘scans’ the barcode and this
automatically retrieves the patient / drug information into their dispensing
system, without the need to key it in manually.

What are the benefits of 2DRx?

2DRx — like other ETP systems — is principally designed to rule out manual
errors between the GP and the community pharmacy by avoiding re-keying of
prescription information.
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5 Key Principles of 2DRXx

1. It utilises 2-Dimensional barcode technology to transfer
(capture, store and retrieve) electronic prescription
information from a GP practice to a community pharmacy

2. It has no reliance on a network for transferring the data and
avoids ‘pull down’ delays at the pharmacy

3. It does not require smart card access to use the service —
simply ‘point and scan’

4. Once fully used, 2DRx will eliminate transcription (keying)
errors at the pharmacy

5. Over time, it is capable of speeding up the dispensing process

Are there any other benefits?

Yes. Other than patient safety, the initial trial showed that, over time,
community pharmacies would find scanning barcodes quicker to do
than manually entering prescription information. This was especially
true with ‘new patients’.

In addition, 2DRx means that NHS-standardised patient demographic
data would be electronically transferred between GP and CP systems
— using the barcode — thereby raising data quality.

When will | get 2DRx?

2DRx is being delivered in two Phases. Phase 1 is getting all GP
system suppliers to produce barcodes on patient prescriptions and this
has been underway since January this year. Itis expected that 80% of
all GP printed prescriptions will be barcoded by the end of the year and
the remainder by February 2009.

Phase 2 is the pharmacy development for ‘decoding’ barcodes with
scanners and this project was initiated in September 2008.

Will 2DRx cost me anything?
Yes, your system supplier will re-charge the costs of development
from your previously allocated IM&T funding from the Welsh Assembly.




