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LOZENGES AND PASTILLES
PROLONGED MEDICATION FROM PALATABLE PREPARATIONS

HISTORY
Medicine is usually taken from a spoon or a measure and
swallowed straight down.  For some ailments it is more
efficacious to have the release of medicine prolonged.
Such ailments would include coughs, sore throats,
catarrhal conditions, oral thrush etc.  Lozenges (from the
French Iosenge which means a diamond shaped figure
of four equal sides), and pastilles (or jujubes) were
developed as palatable preparations which would comply
to this requirement.  Medicament is incorporated into a
base which, when sucked, slowly releases the
medicament.  Sweeteners and flavourings can be added
at the same time as the medicament to increase
palatability.
Lozenges and pastilles were prepared in the pharmacy
until well into the 20th century but are now made
commercially.

LOZENGES

Lozenges are normally hard and solid.  The two most usual sha
but any shape is acceptable and is only for presentation.
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PASTILLES

Pastilles (sometimes kno
glycerin and gelatin, to w
base may be melted by
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A Pastille Mould. From Art of Dispensing, 1926
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