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The regulatory landscape

• Section 60 Order The Pharmacists 
and Pharmacy Technicians Order 
2007

• White paper Trust, Assurance and 
Safety – The Regulation of Health 
Professionals in the 21st Century

• Timing…



Section 60 Order 1

• Revision of Society’s Education 
function

• Currently Council/Education 
Committee

• To Education Advisory Group and 
Education Committee



Section 60 Order 2

• Education Advisory Group
– Academics
– Prereg experts 
– Nominees of national boards: senior sectoral

pharmacists
– Pharmacy technicians
– Members of Council 

• Chair and vice chair
• Academic nominee
• Others

• Advises Council



Section 60 Order 3

• Education Committee
– Legally-qualified chair
– Pharmacist/Pharmacy Technicians
– Lay members
– Educational expertise: MPharm/Prereg

• Appeal body
– Accreditation/4th attempts etc…

• Statutory



Section 60 Order 4

• Register of Pharmacists
• Register of Pharmacy Technicians

– Amending Order for Scottish technicians 
this year

– Transitional period
• Pre reg premises
• Pre reg tutors

– Training
– CPD



Section 60 Order 5

• Accrediting courses for pharmacy 
technicians

• Grandparenting



Section 60 Order 6

• Rules
– Education and CPD

• October 2008

• DoH/Council agree
• Consultation
• Agree final version
• Make in law



Section 60 Order 7

• Education rules
– Education Committee
– Accreditation
– Prereg

• Scheme
• Tutors
• Premises

– Some non-compliant overseas 
applicants



White paper

• Split Society
– General Pharmaceutical Council
– Royal College

• Consultation on student registration
• Revalidation



White paper 1

• Councils of Coucils should not have a 
professional majority [p25]

• Parity as minimum [p26]
• ‘Board like’ [p26]
• Appointed [p27]
• Professional, lay, education and 

employer members [p27]



White paper 2

• General Pharmaceutical Council [p30]
• NI pharmacy leadership – unclear
• GPCGB or GPCUK?
• Education function

– Accreditation – yes
– CPD – yes for setting standards
– Revalidation – yes for setting standards

• Will need to be member



White paper 3

• Royal college
• Leadership function
• Membership cannot be compulsory
• CPD/revalidation role?



White Paper 4

• Fitness to practise
• Civil standard of proof [p61]
• Revalidation [p31 and on]
• [Doctors – revalidation: quinquennial

licence to practise + specialist 
recertification]

• DoH will discuss ‘appropriate 
arrangements’ for other professions [p37]

• United Kingdom Steering Group [p41]



White paper 5

• Student registration [p76]
• ‘students and trainees should have 

closer relationships with their future 
regulators prior to qualification’ [p76]

• Risk-based judgement [p76]
• Report to DoH by Jan 2008



Student registration issues

• Student registration
• Proportionality
• Fitness to practise mechanisms
• Role of Unis/prereg providers
• Role of Society
• Independence
• Advice to prospective registrants
• Role of HoS



Student registration

• Education Committee and Council 
agree consultation

• Consult at beginning at beginning of 
next academic year

• Agree position in Dec 2007 for Jan 
2008

• Not policy



Other policy decisions

• MPharms delivered in part overseas
– 1st 2 years

• Foundation degrees: FdA over 2 
years = Year 1 of MPharm
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